Summer at Staitgate Sunday School


The Rubber Hits the Road: II
June-September, 2007
 
Memory Verses: James 1:1-27


Character Traits:
   

June lessons:  Discernment--having our spiritual vision sharp and penetrating so we can see God's truth and the Devil's lies. 


   July lessons: Understanding--Seeing how God's truth, taken internally, gives us a new way of life.
   

August lessons: Purity--Avoiding the pollution of false ideas and false ideals.
   

September lessons: Zeal--Enthusiastically converting God's truth into godly activities. 


June 24, 2007

Title: The Gifts That Keep Giving

Text: James 1: 1-17

Memory verse: James 1:17


Outline: "There's no such thing as a free lunch". That is often a helpful reminder. Free things are not always free. Gifts from the devil make one pay and pay and pay. Here we have: 

1) An Error. The devil seeks to convince us he is giving us something valuable from his storehouse. An opportunity to sin or indulge a lust seems "a gift". If we trust that hype, we have made a big mistake. 

2) An Explanation. It's not gifts we want. It's "good and perfect" gifts. God's gifts are good now and get even better over time. The devil's gifts have a bitter after taste. Compare love and lust. 

3) An Enlightenment. The gifts of God, accepted in faith, cause a light to go on. He is the father of lights and never changes. Jesus is the light of the world. 
Application: Don't desire the gift of the Midas touch or you'll be sorry. 


July 1, 2007

Title: The Miraculous Makeover

Text: James 1: 1-18. 


Memory verse: James 1:18

Outline: God does apply cosmetics to cover up blemishes. He makes new. He is the expert at the spiritual makeover.  We see here: 
1) A Begetter. There are things that only God can do. He is willing to give someone a new birth and new life in a way that can't be done by human willpower. 
2) A Begetting. The way we get. God's DNA is by the truth, receiving and believing the Word of God and receiving his salvation. 
3) A Begotten. Christians are the product of God's working, the cream of the crop, the "first fruits" of what God has made. 
Application: Are you "born again"?


July 8, 2007

Title: Big Ears, Small Mouth

Text: James 1:1-19

Memory verse: James 1:19

Outline: God has given us five senses to connect us with the world around us. The right use of them is an essential aspect of righteousness. As with most things, God's way is the opposite of man's way. 
1) A Worldly Way. The way of the world is to be quick to speak, slow to listen, and quick to take offense and get mad. It is the way of pride: we know it all, and we have rights. 
2) A Wise Way. The wise man guards his tongue, listens carefully to others, and has control of his temper. 
3) A Well-Considered Worker's Way. God's way works righteousness. When we are mad, we should know that we're not working any righteous works. 

Application: Are you quick to speak, quick to get angry?


July 15, 2007

Title: Lay It Down!

Text: James 1: 1-20

Memory verse: James 1:20

Outline: We learn here: 
1) A Melancholy Fact:  Christians often still have some areas of "filthiness" and "naughtiness" they are carrying around with them. 
2) A Motivating Fact: No one should like to be seen in public with dirty clothes. It's an embarrassment. We appear to be a bum. Men may not see our filthy clothing spiritually speaking but God does.  
3) A Must. We are told to lay it apart. Get it off us; all of it. 

Application: What filthiness is clinging to you that you need to lay apart?


July 22, 2007

Title: A Purifying Practice


Text: James 1:21

Memory verse: James 1:21

Outline: God is very clear on his laundry, his process for saving and purifying. It is hiding his word in our hearts. Here we see it as well. 
1) An Action: We need to receive "the engrafted Word". That means it does not go in one ear and out the other. It needs to be engrafted to our souls, planted, and implanted to our inner life. 
2) An Attitude: We need to receive it "with meekness.” That is, we don't receive to confirm our rights, our thoughts or opinions, but we are ready to let it judge us, inform us, change us. 
3) An Anticipation. We receive it in faith, trusting that God will use it to working his saving process in our life. 

Application: How much Scripture have you engrafted?


July 29, 2007

Title: Do It!

Text: James 1:22

Memory verse: James 1:22

Outline: It's no epidemic. Christians are hearers, in church, in Bible studies, in listening to Christian radio or television. That to some is the essence of the faith: listening and discussing the Bible. James has a different view. The rubber hits the road when we don't just hear it but when we start doing it. We see here: 
1) A Don't Be: The ‘don't be’ has to do with being hearers only. 
2) A Do Be: we need to be doers of the Word. Every time we hear the Word we should make some decision to practice what we have heard. 
3) A Deception. When we think we are religious because of the amount of truth we have heard, we deceive ourselves.   We are misled, sometimes fatally. 

Application: Do you make a decision every time you hear a truth?


August 5, 2007

Title: Looking Glass Christianity

Text: James 1:1-23

Memory verse: James 1:23

Outline: There are images and realities in life. We should want the reality of Christianity, not just a Christian image. We see here: 
1) An "If": There are Christians who are better at hearing than doing. Some don't do at all, yet fancy they are well-instructed Christians. 
2) An Image: The hearer is interested in his image in the mirror, how he looks to others and to himself. His knowledge helps him maintain his image. 

3) An Implication: The image is fleeting, not lasting. He sees and forgets. There is no lasting reality. 

Application: Do you worry more about your Christian image than your reality?


August 12, 2007

Title: Christian Liberty

Text: James 1:1-25

Memory verse: James 1:24

Outline: The Christian needs to continue in God's Word and law until he finds liberty. Law and liberty go together. There can be no liberty without law. Iraq is a sad example. James tells us: 
1) The Lingering Look: The Bible is not made for quick glances but for lingering gazes, contemplation, and meditation. 
2) The Law of Liberty: God's law is made to outline a way of true liberty. Anarchy is a way of devilish servitude. 
3) The Life Loved: The blessing of true life that makes one love life is the life blessed in deeds done in obedience to God. 

Application: Do you continue in the Word?


August 19, 2007

Title: Vain Religion

Text: James 1:1-26

Memory verse: James 1:25

Outline: The Vice President's job "ain't worth spit" John Nance Garner said. Neither is vain religion. 
1) A Religious Type:  There is a type of religion that is "seeming religion". Some people "seem to be religious" but really are not. They give true religion a bad name. 
2) A "Religious" Trait: A trait of these people is an inability to bridle the tongue. When a person has a sharp and impulsive tongue, or a backbiting and slanderous tongue, this person is a "seeming" religionist. 
3) A Religious Truth. The seeming religion of the unbridled tongue is vain and worthless. 

Application: Is your tongue a fire, a world of iniquity?


August 26, 2007

Title: Keep Your Religion Pure

Text: James 1:1-27

Memory verse: James 1:26

Outline: Some have criticized religion lately as a curse on humanity. What they don’t know is that it is only false religion that is or can be a curse on humanity. True and pure religion has always been a blessing. We see here: 
1) A Problem: The problem is all religion is not equal. Much religion is vain; or worse. 
2) A Pollution: Religion typically has some good and nourishing truths but it is polluted, defiled by the devil, and thus is not potable but poisonous to the soul. 
3) A Pure Religion. God wants his religion pure and undefiled. That pure religion is described in God's Word, a book that is pure, like silver "purified seven times"

Application: Are you a student of the Word?


September 2, 2007

Title: Visiting: A Christian Duty

Text: James 1:1-27

Memory verse: James 1:27. 

Outline: Religion is sometimes seen as happening in church, in the safety and comfort of worship with other Christians. But James says that is not where the rubber of true Christianity hits the road of practical living. 
1) The Special Objects of Ministry. God has a special interest in the widows and the fatherless. They are dependent, afflicted. A wife without a husband, a child without a father, is missing something God had intended for our protection and provision. God wants that need met. 
2) The Special Obligation of Ministers. We do ministry when we clean the church, show up for divine service, and give our tithe. But God expects more. He wants us out visiting. 
3) The Special Opportunity of Ministry. To get the cherished "well-done" of God is a great incentive of all true religion. What a wonderful prospect to do what God calls us to do. We give a blessing and we get a blessing!

Application: Do you love to visit those in need?
